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After backing CAB, 


CM Patnaik says BJD 


will not support NRC 
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Rohit Sharma celebrates his 
century during the second ODI 
between India and the West 
Indies in Visakhapatnam on 
Wednesday. India won by 107 
runs. E Report: Page 14 — AFP 


Delhi, at 7°C, sees 
its coldest day 


New Delhi: The cold wave 
sweeping the northern 
states tightened its grip on 
Wednesday with Delhi and 
other major cities recording 
lowest temperatures of the 
season and fog cover in iso- 
lated places in Rajasthan, 
Punjab, J&K and Haryana. 
The national capital record- 
ed the coldest day of the 
season, with the minimum 
temperature settling at 7°C, 
a notch below the normal. 
Full report on Page 13 


Mercury plunges; 


award for Tharoor 


New Delhi: The national 
academy of letters on 
Wednesday announced the 
names of Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor and play- 
wright Nand Kishore 
Acharya for the Sahitya 
Akademi Award 2019. In all, 
23 writers will be bestowed 
with the prestigious award. 
Full report on Page 3 


Sahitya Akademi | 


in Delhi's Seelampur 


New Delhi: The police and 
paramilitary personnel on 
Wednesday carried out flag 
march in northeast Delhi’s 
Seelampur and Jafrabad 
areas and eight people were 
arrested in connection with 
large scale violence over the 
amended citizenship law. 
Full report on Page 13 
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Flag march by cops | 


I can only see 
sky-kissing prices! 


Max: 18°C 
Min: 7°C 

RH: 61% 
Rainfall: 10% 


Forecast: Partly cloudy 
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Vikari: Dakshinayana 

Tithi: Margasira Bahula 
Ashtami till 9.22 pm 

Star: Uttaraphalguni 

till 10.33 pm 

Varjyam: 6.45 am to 8.16 am; 
6.27 am to 7.58 am (Friday) 
Durmuhurtam: 10.23 am to 
11.07 am; 2.47 pm to 3.30 pm 
Rahukalam: 1 pm to 3 
PMSUNSET TODAY 5.27 PM 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.08 AM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 12.10 AM 
MOONSET TODAY 12.44 PM 
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Lyricist Vairamuthu dropped 
from Mani’s magnum opus 
following #MeToo backlash? 


E 59 petitions on CAA listed; next hearing set for Jan. 22 


SC seeks Centre’s reply on 


PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, DEC. 18 


The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday sought 
response from the Centre 
on a batch of petitions 
challenging the constitu- 
tional validity of the con- 
troversial Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act that 
provides for the grant of 
Indian citizenship to ille- 
gal migrants from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan belonging to 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Christian and Parsi, 
but not Muslims. 

Seeking response from 
the Centre, a bench of 
Chief Justice Sharad 
Arvind Bobde, Justice 
B.R. Gavai and Justice 
Surya Kant fixed January 
22, 2020, as the next date of 


hearing when court 
would consider the plea 
for the stay of the 


Citizenship Amendment 
law which has been 
described by the petition- 
er as being contrary to the 
provisions of the 
Constitution. 

As senior lawyer Kapil 
Sibal sought the stay of 
the CAA, attorney general 
K.K. Venugopal said that 
there were four judg- 
ments of the top court 
which have said that a 
statute under challenge 
cannot be stalled as there 
was an assumption of con- 
stitutionality in favour of 
the statute passed by the 
Parliament. 

However, senior counsel 
Rajeev Dhavan said that 
the question of staying the 
CAA does not arise at this 
stage as the date of its 
implementation has not 
been notified yet. 

As CJI Bobde said that 
the court would hear the 
matter on January 22, 
2020, including the plea 
for the stay, senior coun- 
sel Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi rested the matter 
saying that they cannot 
ask for more at this stage. 

There were 59 petitions 
listed before the court. A 
E Turn to Page 4 


i pleas challenging 


» The petitioners have 
contended that CAA is 
contrary to the 
principle and promise 
of secularism in 

the Preamble of the 
Constitution, violative 
of the fundamental 
rights guaranteeing 
equality before law, 


prohibition of discrimi- _ 


nation on the grounds 
of religion, caste, 
language, colour and 
the right to life guar- 
anteed under Article 
21 of the Constitution 
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- A Jamia teacher displays a 
_ placard during a peaceful 
- protest in New Delhi. — PTI on December 11 


validity 


-= D The SC bench 

_ of Chief Justice 

_ Sharad Arvind 

- Bobde, Justice 

- B.R. Gavai and 

` Justice Surya Kant 
- fixed January 22, 

- 2020, as the next 

- date of hearing 

` D The Lok Sabha 


_ passed the 


_ Citizenship 

- (Amendment) Bill 
` on December 2 

- and the Rajya 

` Sabha cleared it 


Massive protests against 
CAA nationwide today 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, DEC. 18 


Nationwide protests are 
due to be held on 
Thursday by different 
groups and various politi- 
cal parties to oppose the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act and National Register 
of Citizens (NRC), and to 
express solidarity with 
Jamia Millia Islamia and 
AMU students who faced 
police brutality in New 
Delhi on Sunday. 

In New Delhi alone 
three protest-cum-solidar- 
ity marches will take 
place. Protests are going 
to be held in 
Bhubaneswar (at 10am 
and 7pm), Hyderabad 
(10.30am), Bengaluru 
(llam), Kolkata (12pm), 
Bhopal (2pm), Lucknow 
(2pm), Nagpur (2pm), 
Chennai (3pm), Mumbai 
(4pm), and Pune (4.30pm). 

Actor Farhan Akhtar 
tweeted a poster that gave 
details of why the CAA 
and NRC had to be 
removed, and adding: 
“See you on the 19th at 
August Kranti Maidan, 


SC rejects plea 
of accused in 
Nirbhaya case 


PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, DEC. 18 


The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday rejected a 
plea by Akshay Kumar 
Singh, an accused in the 
December 2012 Delhi 
gang rape case and mur- 
der case, to reconsider its 
2017 verdict upholding 
the death sentence 
awarded to him and three 
others. 

Rejecting the plea seek- 
ing a review of its May 5, 
2017, judgment, a bench 
of Justice R. Banumathi, 
Justice Ashok Bhushan 
and Justice A.S. Bopanna 
said that no new ground 
have been raised by the 
petitioner for reconsider- 
ation. 

Pronouncing the judg- 
ment, Justice Banumathi 
said that all the con- 
tentions in the petition 
are what was argued 
before the court in the 
course of the hearing of 
the appeals by the four 
convicts against the high 
court judgment and were 
also raised by the other 
three accused — Mukesh, 
Pawan, Vinay Sharma — 
in their plea for reconsid- 
eration of death sentence. 

The court gave Akshay 
Kumar Singh seven days’ 
time, as permitted, to file 


—— 


Nirbhaya’s mother after 
a hearing at the Supreme 
Court in New Delhi on 


Wednesday. — PTI 


There are some 
crimes for which 
the humanity cries. 
On that fateful day, 
God also must have 
held his head in 
shame... 


— Tushar 
Mehta, 
Solicitor-General 


mercy petition before the 
President. Lawyer A.P. 
Singh, appearing for 
Akshay Kumar, had 
sought three weeks’ time 
to file mercy petition, but 
solicitor general Tushar 
Mehta told the court that 
permissible time for fil- 
ing mercy petition was 
seven days. 

Solicitor-General 
E Turn to Page 4 


Senior Congress leader Digvijay Singh joins students 
and activists during a protest against NRC and CAA at 


Iqbal Maidan in Bhopal on Wednesday. 


Mumbai... The time to 
protest on social media 
alone is over.” 

In New Delhi, the Left 
parties have planned a big 
protest from Mandi House 
at 12 noon with a public 
meeting followed by a pro- 
cession at Shaheed Park. 
All major leaders of the 
Left parties will partici- 
pate; while another 
protest march will begin 
from Red Fort and end at 
Shaheed Park at Bahadur 
Shah Zafar Marg. Besides, 
a third protest-cum-soli- 


Namaz at Srina 


Members of the Muslim comm 


2e age, AL iy 


unity offer Zuhr prayers at Srinagar’s Grand Mosque on Wednesda! 
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— PTI 


darity march will take 
place at Jamia Nagar at 
around 11.30 am. 

“The students of Jamia 
braved and stood up in 
the most adverse situa- 
tions. We can at least 
stand in solidarity and 
send a strong message. 
We will form a human 
chain in front of the resi- 
dents of Jamia Nagar and 
the students of Jamia 
when they perform the 
post-noon namaz at 1 pm. 
The message must go out 
E Turn to Page 4 
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RAVI RANJAN PRASAD 
MUMBAI, DEC. 18 


In one of 2019’s biggest 
corporate developments, 
the National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT) has restored 
Cyrus Mistry as execu- 
tive chairman of the Tata 
Group as well reinstated 
him as director of Tata 
Sons and as director of 
three Tata companies. 

The shares of Tata 
Group companies fell 
after the order came, 
reducing their gains, and 
several of them closed in 
the red. 

Cyrus Mistry was 
removed as Tata Group 
chairman on October 24, 
2016 after being at the 
helm for over four year 
after his appointment in 
2012, after the retirement 
of Ratan Tata. He was the 
sixth chairman of the 
group, and only the sec- 
ond after Nowroji 
Saklatwala to not bear 
the Tata surname. 

The NCLAT order will 
take effect after four 
weeks, the time window 
allowed to the Tata 
Group to appeal in the 
Supreme Court against 
the NCLAT order by Mr 
S.J. Mukhopadhaya, 
NCLAT chairperson, 


LANDMARK ORDER BY NCLAT 


Cyrus Mistry restored 
as chairman of Tatas 


Tatas given 4 weeks to appeal; group firms shares fall 


WHY MISTRY WAS REMOVED 


E Lack of | @ Taking decisions against 
the interests of Tata Group 


wR a N e 
losses with expensive decisions in other firms 


WHAT NCLAT SAID 


' E Directions to 

_ reinstate Cyrus 

© Mistry as director 
- of the company 

~ and directors of 
based on extraneous- — 
- nies to be complied 
- forthwith 


The outcome of the appeal is a 
vindication of my stand taken 
when the then board of Tata Sons, 


performance 


E Certain observa- 
tions made by the 
NCLT against Mistry 
and other appellants 
are undesirable and 


ly sourced material 
not on record 


without warning or reason removed 
me, first as the executive chairman, 
and subsequently as a director of 


Tata Sons 


and Justice Bansi Lal 
Bhat, NCLAT’s member 
(judicial). 

Setting aside a lower 
court order, the NCLAT 
also quashed the conver- 
sion of Tata Sons into a 
private company from a 
public firm, and directed 
the Registrar of 
Companies to make a 
correction in its records 
and show Tata Sons Ltd 
as a public company. 

The NCLAT’s 172-page 


— Cyrus Mistry 


three Tata compa- 


order also directed Ratan 
N. Tata and the nomi- 
nees of the Tata Trusts to 
desist from taking any 
decision in advance 
which requires a majori- 
ty decision of the board 
of directors or at the 
annual general meeting. 

It also held that the 
appointment of N. 
Chandrasekaran, former 
chief executive of Tata 
Consultancy Services, as 
E Turn to Page 4 


Modi, Boris discuss India-UK 
trade & climate in phone call 


London, Dec. 18: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday congratu- 
lated British counterpart 
Boris Johnson on his re- 
election in a phone call 
during which they resolv- 
ed to continue working 
closely on issues such as 
trade, security and defen- 
ce and climate change. 

Mr Johnson won a big 
majority for his Conser- 
vative Party in last 
week’s election. 


for 1st time since Aug. 5 


“The Prime Minister 
(Johnson) spoke to Prime 
Minister Modi of India, 
who congratulated him 
on the result of the gener- 
al election,” a Downing 
Street spokesperson said. 

— PTI 


y. For the first 


time since August 5, when Jammu and Kashmir was stripped of its special status and split up into two union 
territories, namaz was offered at the historic mosque. E Report on Page 3 


— PTI 


GST Council 
votes lst time, 
sets 28% rate 
on all lotteries 


FC BUREAU 
CHENNAI, DEC. 18 


The GST Council that 
met on Wednesday voted 
for the first time to fix a 
uniform rate on lotter- 
ies. The council kept 
away from increasing 
tax rates, despite the 
shortfall in tax rev- 
enues. 

The GST Council voted 
on a matter for the first 
time at its meeting. The 
panel voted in favour of 
a single GST rate of 28 
per cent for lotteries. At 
present, the lotteries run 
by state governments 
attract 12 per cent GST 
while those authorised 
by them and sold outside 
the state attract 28 per 
cent. 

Kerala finance minis- 
ter Thomas Isaac had 
asked for voting. 
Maharashtra and 
Puducherry had also 
opposed a single rate for 
lotteries, as they were 
worried about losses to 
state revenue. 

During voting, 21 states 
voted in favour of a uni- 
form rate. The new rate 
will come into effect 
from March 1, 2020. 
Given the shortfall, the 
council also decided to 
frame a future roadmap 
on increasing tax rev- 
enues. Many of the states 
took up the issue of delay 
in compensation. 

E More on Page 9 


US House prepares to hold vote to impeach Trump 


Washington, Dec. 18: US 
President Donald Trump 
faced his ultimate politi- 
cal crisis Wednesday in a 
historic congressional 
vote to impeach him for 
abuse of office, forever 
staining the billionaire’s 
record and supercharging 
the nation’s divides. 

The House of 
Representatives opened 
its session with a prayer 
for “wisdom” by its chap- 
lain, before debate on the 


G 


did nothing wrong! A terrible thing 
— Donald Trump, 
US President 


Can you believe that | will be à 
impeached today by the Radical 
Left, Do nothing Democrats, And | 


resolution regarding 
“impeaching of Donald J. 
Trump” began soon after 
10:00 am (1500 GMT). 

The Democratic majori- 
ty in the House, led by 


Speaker Nancy Pelosi, is 
expected to approve two 
articles of impeachment 
— abuse of office and 
obstruction of Congress — 
after debate running 


—- 


through much of the day. 

The Republican-domi- 
nated Senate will then 
open a trial in January 
and is all but certain to 
acquit the President. 

Mr Trump was spending 
the day holed up at the 
White House, sending out 
streams of tweets reflect- 
ing his frustration, anger 
and predictions of 
revenge at next year’s 
election. 

“Can you believe that I 


will be impeached today 
by the Radical Left, Do 
Nothing Democrats, AND 
I DID NOTHING WRONG! 
A terrible Thing,” Mr 
Trump said in his opening 
salvo. 

Later he was to fly to the 
electoral swing state of 
Michigan for a rally with 
thousands of his most 
loyal supporters — possi- 
bly right around the time 
of the House vote. — AFP 

E More on Page 11 


